
Good old Bill Shakespeare has put the 

words of every amateur radio operator 

into the mouth of Lady Macbeth for us:  
ñOut, damnôd spot! out I say.ò  The 

question that amateurs have been ask-
ing ñWhen will they come?ò has be-

come ñWill they ever come?ò  Even in 
the professional astronomy community 

there has been some confusion and 

ambivalence. 
 

NASA and NOAA convened a panel of 
experts to offer predictions for Solar 

Cycle 24.   In April 2007, this group of 

experts gave their predictions.   Essen-
tially, there were two diametrically op-

posed views.   One group predicted a 
strong solar maximum with a lot of 

sunspots reaching maximum in late 
2011.  Another group predicted a weak 

maximum with fewer sunspots with a 

peak around middle of 2012.  And the 
sun, it chose an entirely different path!  

The Sun has decided to delay showing 
few in any spots beyond the scientistôs 

minimum date of March 2008 leaving 

us to plead with the Sun using Lady 
Macbethôs words. 

 
The techniques used by scientists to 

make their predictions vary.  Some use 

purely statistical methods while others 
use computer modeling of theoretical 

ideas.   All approaches are based on a 
limited understanding of the Sun and 

its solar cycle.  This lack of understand-
ing is underscored by the fact that 

March 2008 is well over a year past 

and the Sun is quieter that it has been 
in almost a century.   

A look at the Sunôs past performance 

is scary.   Astronomers have been 

keeping records on the Sun since the 
early 1700s.     In 1826, Heinrich 

Schwab, a German pharmacist and 
amateur astronomer, began his 

study of sunspots which laid the 
foundations for your understanding 

of 11-year cycle when he predicted 

the sunspot peak in 1848.   Schwabôs 
description is the current under-

standing of our Sun. 
 

Courtesy of Wikipedia 
 
 

Simply stated the sunspot cycle is a 

regular cycle lasting about 11 years 

on average.  During its maximum 
there is intense sunspot activity, the 

polarity of the Sunôs magnetic field 
weakens and then flips, and the so-

lar wind fluctuates widly.  Then dur-

ing its minimum there is placid quiet-
ness with no sunspots, a steady and 

strong magnetic field, and relatively 
constant solar wind.  It is this mini-

mum, this quiet Sun that is lingering 
for us making for weak propagation.  

 

There have been other quiet periods.  
From 1645 to 1715 the Sun pro-

duced virtually no sunspots at all!   
This quiet period is called the Maun-
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der Minimum and was also a period 
in which the Earth went through a 

little ice age.  This Little Ice Age pro-

duced unusually cold temperatures 
that there was wide spread crop fail-

ure and famine.  NASA studies of 
tree rings and ice cores indicated 

that extended minima are not un-
usual.    

 

Our extended solar minimum re-
mains a mystery because no one yet 

understands why the Sun goes 
through various cycles.  The science 

of understanding and predicting the 

Sunôs behavior is still rather young.  
The current thought is that the mini-

mum occurred in December 2008 
and that the maximum will happen in 

May 2013 and be weaker.   Letôs 
hope (and pray) that the Sun is just 

us the opportunity to fix our radios 

and hang the best antennas. 
 

Related links can be found on page 3  

http://www.ecars7255.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Sunspot_Numbers.png


Although Roger Jeanfaivre has always had 

trouble seeing, he remembers being fasci-

nated with lightning and weather when he 
was growing up. 

His interest in weather continued 

even after he lost sight completely 

at the age of 24. While attending 
Oak Hill School for the Blind in 

Hartford, Jeanfaivre became inter-
ested in ham radio. After getting 

his license to operate one, Jean-
faivre would broadcast forecasts 

he made up.  

 
"People used to think that I worked for the 

[National Weather Service]," Jeanfaivre 
said.  Now he does. 

 

People turn to the weather service for infor-
mation when severe weather strikes. To 

make sure its information is right, the Na-
tional Weather Service turns to an organiza-

tion of amateurs called Skywarn. 

"Skywarn provides a very valuable service 

to the NWS," said Betsey Doane, state sec-
tion manager for the American Radio Relay 

League. "We can communicate quickly and 
directly and provide rapid response to infor-

mation throughout the state."  

 
Skywarn is made up of independent ham 

radio operators who are also trained 
weather spotters. They report wind gusts, 

hail size, rainfall and cloud formations that 

signal severe weather. 

"Spotters are the people outside during the 
day. Their weather tools are their ears and 

their eyes," Jeanfaivre said. "The NWS radar 

is a few thousand feet up, so they can't see 
what is happening on the ground."  

 
In 1994, Jeanfaivre became the state Skywarn 

coordinator and kept responsibility for Hart-

ford and Tolland counties in a 2002 reorgani-
zation. He enjoys Skywarn because it allows 

him to blend two of his favorite hobbies, 
weather and ham radio, devices that work 

even when other forms of communication - 
computers and telephones or cell phones - do 

not. 

Skywarn gathers firsthand reports of severe 

weather events and feeds them into local 
forecasts as quickly as it can. Anytime NWS 

issues a severe weather warning, Skywarn 

goes to work setting up nets.  

"Nets are a gathering of radio amateurs," 
Jeanfaivre said. "We gather and activate the 

net and use repeaters ... A setup that takes a 

little signal and broadcasts it over a wider 
area which NWS can pick up. Because of the 

information that we're giving them, NWS can 
issue a watch or a warning. That's what the 

public sees on TV or hears over the radio."  

 
During recent thunderstorms, such as one 

that produced a funnel cloud in Southington 
and a tornado warning in New Haven County, 

Jeanfaivre and his team of spotters were at 
work, verifying the NWS radar images.  

 

Thanks to the evolution of the Internet, NWS 
can get Skywarn reports in under a minute.  

"In 1994 we weren't tied into the Internet," 
Jeanfaivre remembered. "With the betterment 

of the new technology, they can get our re-

ports and it supplements what they see. NWS 
can link into our system and get the reports 

as they come in. It's instantaneous."  
 

The work is "a joy" for Jeanfaivre.  

 
"It's combining my weather interests with my 

skills as a communicator," Jeanfaivre said. 
"It's enjoyable ... We're really not weather 

forecasters, we're communicators, and it's my 
job to get the information provided by the 

spotters to the NWS."  A job that Roger has 

been doing well for over 15 years.  

Roger Jeanfaivre  

K1PAI  

K1PAI and Skywarn by  Ed Kac ik  ( cour tesy  o f  The New Br i ta in  Hera ld )  

ñSkywarn is 

made up of 

independent 

ham radio 

operators 

who are 

also trained 

weather 

spotters.ò 
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Related Links  

National Weather:   www.nws.noaa.gov/  
National Hurricane Center:   www.nhc.noaa.gov/  

Skywarn:   www.weather.gov/skywarn/  

http://www.nws.noaa.gov/
http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/
http://www.weather.gov/skywarn/


The ECARS community wishes to 
thank Robert ñBobò Benson, K2IB, for 

his of service as the editor of the 
Monitor .  Bob was appointed as edi-
tor in January of 2008.  

During his tenure there have been 

many changes in this newsletter and 

in the ECARS organization.  Bob 
brought the Monitor back to life and 

began the transition to a real internet 
newsletter. 

He is a very busy man with irons in 
many different fires, one of  

which is setting up a very extensive 
computer system for his wife who is 

the administrator of a sizable school 

system. Certainly, one his achieve-
ment is the voting system that was 

set up on the Web Site which was 

very successful and worked well for 
the organization. 

 
ñI like the way the (ECARS) net oper-

ated and decided to join.  My first 
annual meeting at Tannersville intro-

duced me to many friendly and 

knowledgeable hams.  I was hooked 
and soon was helping as a part time 

ncs.  ECARS has become my main HF 
activity allowing me to contact true 

friends almost daily.ò 

 
Again, many thanks Bob for a job well 

 

NASAôs Solar Physic websiteðThe Sunspot Cycle   

K7RAôs solar update on ARRL Website 

Information on Solar Cycle 24 from VE3EN 

your experiences, your advice and 
your ideas.  This is your newsletter 

and it should reflect the interests of 

ECARS and its members.   Articles 
donôt have to be long or highly 
technical, something short and 
simple, humorous will do the trick.  
 

May thanks to Joe Reppert, WY3T, for 
his help preparing this issue. 

 
Vince Motto, K1AH, Monitor Editor 

As you might have noticed this issue 
of the Monitor is overdue.   This is 

because of the delay in finding a re-

placement for the previous editor and 
the lack of articles for publication.  

You will notice a slightly different for-

mat to accommodate the fact that the 

newsletter is not a paper publication 
but an internet one.  There are a 

number of ñactiveò links which you 
should find useful.   

I hope that some members feel the 
urge to writeðto share your stories, 

Bob Benson, K2IB  

Related Solar Links 

From the Editor  

Thanks, Bob! 

ñThis is your 

newsletter and it 

should reflect the 

interests of 

ECARS and its 

members.ò  
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http://solarscience.msfc.nasa.gov/SunspotCycle.shtml
http://www.arrl.org
http://www.solarcycle24.com/
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Print this page to apply or renew your membership.  Membership dues are $10.00 per year. Make checks 

payable to ECARS, and put your call sign and member number on the check memo.  Multi-year renewals are ap-
preciated. Renewals of three years or more will receive a laminated card at no charge. All membership subscrip-
tions begin upon receipt of dues and expire 1 year from the date of acceptance or renewal . 

 
All applications and renewals for ECARS membership are subject to the ECARS Bylaws , including, but not 
limited to, Bylaws 7C and 7D.  
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http://www.ecars7255.com/bylaws.htm


ECARS members can order cus-
tom ceramic coffee mugs from 

The SignMan of Baton Rouge for 

$19.50 including the cost of pri-
ority mail.  In addition to the 

ECARS logo you can include your 
call sign and ECARS number be-

low the logon on both sides of 
the mug, or below the ECARS 

logo on one side you can specify 

your call sign and on the other 
side below the ECARS logo you 

can specify your ECARS number.  
Choose the orientation of the 

mug (leftï or right -hand) de-

pending on which logo combina-
tion you would like facing you.  

You can order mugs: 
 

¶ Email: rick@thesignman.com 

¶ Telephone: (225) 757-1545 

¶ Fax: (225) 208-1545 

¶ Online at the ECARS Store 

¶ U.S. Mail from 

 

  The SignMan of Baton Rouge 

  879 Castle Kirk Drive 
  Baton Rouge, LA 70808-6020 

 
 

 

ECARS Lapel Pin  

Please Visit  

ECARS Coffee Mug 
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ECARS lapel pins are available from the club secretary/treasure 
Charlie Stampf, N3CJ.  These beautiful one-inch diameter gold 
pins with  red, white, and blue ECARS insignia in a very durable 
glossy finish.  The price for one pin is $5.00 including postage.  
To order a pin, send  your check made out to ECARS for $5.00 
per pin to 

     ECARS 
     P.O. Box 5923 
     Hudson, FL 34674-5923 

www.ecars7255.com/store/ecarsstore.htm 
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